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used to the last, stores, railway plant and
horses/'
It was this terrible forecast from the man on
the spot which delayed the decision. A loss
of life can be faced in a battle where there is a
possibility of something to be gained, but to
give up all those attractive hopes and at the
same time to lose perhaps forty thousand men,
required more resolution than the Government
could yet muster. The decision was delayed
from August to December.
During these months various expedients were
proposed. The French Government offered to
send four Divisions under General Sarrail to
make a landing on the Asiatic side. But Joffre
was preparing an offensive and he succeeded in
holding up this offer until the result of his
offensive should be known. Then the Salonika
project came up again and the French decided
to withdraw from Gallipoli altogether. Advice
was asked from various quarters. General
Monro was sent out to relieve Hamilton and
report "whether in his opinion, on purely
military grounds, it was better to evacuate
Gallipoli or to make another attempt to carry
it" He arrived in Mudros on October 27 and
four days later he sent in his report. The pith
of it was contained in two sentences: "it is
my opinion that another attempt to carry the
Turkish line would not offer any hope of suc-
cess. ... On purely military grounds I recom-
mend the evacuation."
In search of comfort the Government turned
to Robertson but got little of it. In a very
outspoken memorandum dated October 25 he